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An act to establish an auxiliary watch for the protection of public and private
property in the City of Washington ... Approved, August 23, 1842. Rules and
regulations prepared by the undersigned for the auxiliary guard of the City
of Washington. Approved by the President of the U. S. September 10, 1842 ...
Washington, September 2, 1842.

AN ACT To establish an Auxiliary Watch for the protection of public and private property in the City of
Washington.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That there shall be established an Auxiliary Guard or Watch for the protection of public
and private property against incendiaries, and for the enforcement of the police regulations of the
City of Washington, consisting of a Captain, to be appointed by the Mayor of the said city, at an
annual salary of one thousand dollars, and fifteen other persons, to be employed by the Captain,
five of whom shall receive a compensation of thirty-five dollars per month, and the remaining ten a
compensation of thirty dollars per month.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Auxiliary Guard shall occupy as a rendezvous such
building or part of a building belonging to the United States, or furnished by the Corporation of
Washington, as shall be directed by the President of the United States, and shall be subject to
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by a board, to consist of the Mayor of the City of
Washington, the Attorney of the United States for the District of Columbia, and the Attorney of the
Corporation of the said City of Washington, with the approbation of the President of the United
States.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the compensation of said Auxiliary Guard, and for the
purchase of the necessary and proper implements to distinguish them in the discharge of their
duties, the sum of seven thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Approved, August 29, 1842.

RULES AND REGULATIONS PREPARED BY THE UNDERSIGNED FOR THE AUXILIARY GUARD OF THE
CITY OF WASHINGTON.

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. S. SEPTEMBER 10, 1842.
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First. The Auxiliary Guard shall be distributed as follows, under the directions of the Captain:

Two at least shall be assigned to that part of the city forming the First Ward; seven to that part of
the city lying north of the Canal and Maryland avenue, and west of New Jersey avenue, north of the
Capitol; four to that part of the city lying east of New Jersey avenue, north of the Capitol, and east of
South Capitol street; two to that part of the city lying south of the Canal, and west of South Capitol
street—the whole being subject to such further order and direction of the Captain, from time to
time, for concentrating a greater number at any one point, or for other purposes.

Second. The headquarters of the Guard shall, for the present, be at the “Guard-house” at the Centre
Market.

Third. The Guard shall be employed to serve day and night, and in such manner as the Captain may
deem expedient, in the discharge of their duties.

Fourth. The Guard shall at all times, under the direction of the Captain, render such aid as shall
be found necessary to protect the public property in the City of Washington, and shall be fully
empowered to execute all the duties imposed on the Police Officers by the ordinances of the
Corporation and the laws of the land.

Fifth. The Guard shall, for the present, have the use of the several “Lock-up-houses” in the City for
their own use and convenience and the custody of persons arrested.

Sixth. The Guard shall be designated by such badges or dresses as the Captain shall devise and
order; they shall each be provided with such weapons for night service as it is customary for
watchmen to carry, and such signals for alarm and call as the Captain shall ordain.

Seventh. The headquarters shall be provided with such implements of restraint as may be deemed
necessary.

Eighth. Persons arrested may, during the night, be brought at once to the “Guard-house” or lodged
in a “Lock-up-house,” at the discretion of the Guard making the arrest, and in the morning shall be
brought either before the Captain or before a Police Magistrate of the Ward at as early an hour as
may be convenient—in all cases before 9 o'clock A. M.; after which hour no person shall be detained
in said Guard-house without the authority of a Magistrate.

Ninth. Regular reports, morning and evening, shall be made from each station, to the Captain, of the
incidents occurring during the proceeding day or night.
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Tenth. The Captain shall keep, or cause to be kept, a register of all reports made to him by the Guard
in relation to the incidents which may have occurred while on duty, which shall be subject to the
inspection of any one of the undersigned, or of any person designated for that purpose by the
President of the United States.

Eleventh. The Captain shall render to the Mayor, at least once in each month, a full report or general
statement of the operations and condition of the Guard for the preceding month, embracing a list
of all persons arrested, their names and sexes, their probable age, their color, whether native or
foreign, the offence for which they were respectively arrested, and what was done in each particular
case.

Twelfth. The Captain shall, at least once in each month, settle his accounts with the Mayor for all
matters properly belonging to the Corporation of Washington, each account setting out the amounts
received by him, and from what source, and how and to whom the same was disbursed, supported
by proper vouchers.

W. W. SEATON, Mayor.

P. R. FENDALL, U. S. Attorney for the District of Columbia.

JOS. H. BRADLEY, Attorney for the Corporation of the City of Washington.

Washington, September 2, 1842.


